DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
organised now than before the war, when it was possible for majorities to oppress the national minorities, when philosophers devised programmes for the extermination of whole nations, and similar attempts which belong rather to the zoological world than to human history. Yes, there are difficult problems, but everywhere I see that the efforts which are being made towards bringing about a general understanding are strong enough to warrant us in still continuing to hope that the States and the nations will be more guided by reason than heretofore."
"In the meantime what can you do with such problems as that of the fatal Corridor?"
"It is losing importance," Masaryk replied, "because the sea route keeps the Germans united, and, under certain circumstances, this is economically cheaper than the land route. Nationally the Corridor is Polish almost throughout. The Poles were partitioned into three sections by force; therefore they were politically distrustful. Yet the Poles have signed a non-aggression pact with Russia. Again a proof that old enmities can be peacefully set aside. Through its anti-Russian policy in Galicia, Austria helped the Poles to make
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